
Overview:  Students will make a wall hanging and separate stars to help them realize 
they are one of Abraham’s descendants, and therefore the promises God made to 
Abraham hold true for them.  They will make stars to hand out to others and to add to our 
“Number the Stars” bulletin board.

Scripture:  Genesis 12:1-8; 15:1-6, 17-18; 17:1-8, 15-19; 18:1-15; and 21:5-7

Memory Verse:  “I will surely bless you and make your descendents as numerous as 
the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.”  Genesis 22:17a

Memory Verse:  “I will always keep the promise I have made to you and your 
descendants, because I am your God and their God.”  Genesis 17:7

Materials and Preparation

• Picture of the Old Woman and Child (Entitled “Presentation” in the Art Print resource
box. (From Augsburg Fortress "Firelight" Series Fine Art Posters.)

• Construction paper
• Yellow, White, and Orange Acrylic Paints 
• Star shaped confetti
• Scissors
• Large Star Shaped Stickers – one per child (Purchase from Scarlet Empress, Olympia)
• Glue
• Paper plates 
• Markers
• Newspaper and paint shirts 
• Glitter Glue
• Star Shaped Patterns (approximately 7 inches high) 
• Yellow Paper
• Card stock or manila folders for background of hanging
• Yarn or string
• Labels for the back of artwork that help children remember God’s promises
• Hole punch if cardstock is not pre-punched

Lesson:
Opening Activity  (5 minutes)
As children come in, have them put on a paint shirt before they sit at the 
table.  Talk about the woman in the photo. Who is she? Who is the child? 
How do they think the woman is feeling and why?
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Story Presentation  (10 minutes)
Tell the story of Abraham and Sarah. Sarah was too old to have children, 
but God made a promise and a miracle happened!  The woman in the 
picture could have been Sarah.

Highlight the promises God made to Abraham in the covenant.  Look up 
and read Genesis 12:1-8.

• Make a great nation (later, to make his descendants number like the 
stars.) Land

• To bless Abraham so that he may be a blessing to others and others 
may

• be blessed

Talk about how we are all part of that family through God. In Baptism we 
are reminded of the promises God made to Abraham and to us as his 
descendants.  (With older children, talk about the promises in baptism. Use 
the “Lutheran Book of Worship” page 121 as a resource – See attached.)
Sing “Father Abraham” together to reinforce the story. (Especially with 
younger children)

Learning Activity One:  (15 minutes)

1. Have children trace their hands on construction paper & cut them 
out.  (The younger students will need help.) 

2. Have them write their name on the back of their hanging background 
(cardstock) and glue their hand print on the front. 

2. On the background, write “I am one of them and so are you.”
3. Have them stick a large star sticker on their hand print. Punch two 

holes through the top of their cardstock and attach yarn or string to 
the top of the hanging.

4. Have them stick a label on the back of their wall hanging to help 
them explain the promises God made to their family.
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Learning Activity Two:
Have students trace a 7” star onto yellow paper and cut it out.  Star could 
be pre-cut for younger students.

Students can decorate the star using glitter glue, markers, and confetti. 
Allow for their creativity.  They can use the paper plates as a painting 
surface.  Make sure they put their name on the back of their star.  They 
should also attach a label to help them explain the star connection.  This 
first star they make will go on our “Number the Stars” bulletin board.

As they work, talk about what the star represents in the story of Abraham. 
If time allows, they can make a second star to give to a family member. 

Encourage students to share the Bible story with their families at home 
during the week.

Checking for Understanding
As the children work, talk with them about the promises God makes for us 
each day. 

How do we remember those promises. (The baptismal font in worship, 
when other people are baptized, when we take communion, when we 
pray…when we take time to realize how blessed we are, when we help 
others etc.)

Review the memory verses with them.

If there is time work through their Faith Journal Sheet with them.  
Otherwise, please send it home with them and encourage them to work on 
it through the week.

Clean Up Time  (5 minutes)
Have children put all the materials away, wash their hands at the clean-up 
station, and put their paint shirt back in the box.

Close with prayer together after you clean up.
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